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Living like the King.

Studying Your inner-Bible.




Luke 6:17-49.

17 And he came down with them and stood on a level
place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great
multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and
the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, 18 who came to hear
him and to be healed of their diseases. And those who
were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19 And
all the crowd sought to touch him, for power came out
from him and healed them all.

20 And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom
of God.

21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall
be satisfied.

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.

22 “Blessed are you when people hate you and when
they exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as
evil, on account of the Son of Man! 23 Rejoice in that
day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in
heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets.

24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received
your consolation.

25 “Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be
hungry.

“Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and
weep.

26 “Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for
so their fathers did to the false prophets.

27 “But | say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse
you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 To one who
strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from
one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your
tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you,
and from one who takes away your goods do not
demand them back. 31 And as you wish that others
would do to you, do so to them.

32 “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that
to you? For even sinners love those who love them.
33 And if you do good to those who do good to you,
what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the
same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you
expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even
sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount.
35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be
great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is
kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even
as your Father is merciful.

37 “Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not,
and you will not be condemned,; forgive, and you will be
forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. Good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over,
will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it
will be measured back to you.”

39 He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a
blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? 40 A
disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he



is fully trained will be like his teacher. 41 Why do you see
the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice
the log that is in your own eye? 42 How can you say to
your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is
in your eye,” when you yourself do not see the log that is
in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out
the speck that is in your brother's eye.

43 “For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a
bad tree bear good fruit, 44 for each tree is known by its
own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thornbushes,
nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45 The good
person out of the good treasure of his heart produces
good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure pro-
duces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his
mouth speaks.

46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,” and not do what |
tell you? 47 Everyone who comes to me and hears my
words and does them, | will show you what he is like:
48 he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and
laid the foundation on the rock. And when a flood
arose, the stream broke against that house and could
not shake it, because it had been well built. 49 But the
one who hears and does not do them is like a man who
built a house on the ground without a foundation. When
the stream broke against it, immediately it fell, and the
ruin of that house was great.”

A study in two parts!

You’'ve got options!

Considering the length of this passage, and therefore the
length of the study, | have marked a possible break after
verses 27-36 (Love who?) which deals with loving your
enemies. The next section (Which measure?) then repeats
verse 36 in order to link the first part to the second, as
well as shed light on verses 37-38.

If time gets away with you, this is a good place to stop the
study and then pick it up again the next week.




Intro: Where is the cross in this?

What has this passage got to do with Jesus’ death on the
cross and his resurrection?

1. This passage outlines Jesus’ response to the problem
of the Pharisees’ opposition, a response which led to
his death.

2. This passage also outlines Jesus’ expectations of his
representatives (specifically the apostles in 6:12-16
but also wider) after he had died, expectations which
would lead to their deaths as well.

3. This passage outlines Jesus’ expectation that all his
disciples would follow his example of living in a way
that leads to dying - in principle and, if need be, in
actuality.

4. This passage outlines how God treats us, culminating
in the death of Jesus for our sins and rising again for
our resurrection.

5. Jesus’ death and resurrection is the power to do what
Jesus instructs in this passage.

Keep these points in the back of your mind as we work
through this passage.

What do works say? (vv17-19)

17 And he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a
great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all
Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, 18 who
came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. And those who
were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19 And all the crowd
sought to touch him, for power came out from him and healed them
all.

Questions:

How might these “acts of the Kingdom” relate to the
“preaching of the Kingdom™?

Grace. Jesus is healing both disciples and the uncommitted
crowd who just want Jesus for his ability to heal them. These
healings prefigured the healing and freedom that the
Kingdom of God brings and will in time bring completely.

These healings and deliverances also illustrate that the
blessings of the Kingdom, though finally for those who pledge
allegiance to the King (the disciples), overflow to all. In the
same way, the principles contained in the teaching also
benefit those who are not disciples, which seems to be one
reason why Jesus teaches the disciples in the presence of
non-disciples here and elsewhere.

Blessed? Really? (vwv20-23).

20 And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied.
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.

22 “Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you
and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of
Man! 23 Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward
is great in heaven,; for so their fathers did to the prophets.

Questions:
What is the basis of the blessings?
The future coming of the Kingdom.

Since the Kingdom is here in part as shown by Jesus in
w17-19, is there any sense in which these blessings are
available now?



Definitely. Following the teachings of Jesus about Kingdom
living brings about blessings because it lines up with the way
God created the world. In many places where people turn to
Jesus and become Christians, there is an improvement
people’s individual life situation and of those around them.
The greater number of people living out Kingdom principles,
the greater the effect. This has been called “the gospel lift”.
However, while sin remains in ourselves and the world, any
blessings will always be partial.

There is also the matter of oppression - spiritual, political and
social - which prevents the reaping of the benefits of Kingdom
living, e.g. the plundering of people’s property, harsh
restrictions on what people may or may not do, heavy taxa-
tion (which some may call plundering), and so on.

So while the focus of Jesus’ teaching here is the future full
establishment of the Kingdom of God, there are blessings that
leak back through to the present.

Woah, hold on there! (vwv24-26).

24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your
consolation.

25 “Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry.

“Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep.

26 “Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers
did to the false prophets.

Questions:

What do these “woe’s” suggest about the expected
present day reality of the people of God?

That riches, plenty, ease and popularity are not the goal of a
follower of Jesus. They are, in fact, something of which we

need to be wary.

Love who? (vww27-36).

27 “But | say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse
you. 29 To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and
from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic
either. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who
takes away your goods do not demand them back. 31 And as you wish
that others would do to you, do so to them.

32 “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For
even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those
who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do
the same. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect to
receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get
back the same amount. 35 But love your enemies, and do good, and
lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and
you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and
the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.

Questions:
How does Jesus teach us to love our enemies?

To do good to them, bless them, pray for them. To refuse to
retaliate. Treat them as you would want to be treated if you
were the one wronging them.

What is the basis of this command?

Verses 20-26. Notice the “but” at the beginning of verse 27.
This connects the blessings and woes to the command to love
your enemies. Trusting in God to make things right enables us
to be open to mistreatment. If you are taken advantage of
while loving someone, you will be repaid (vv 20-23), but if you
are too afraid to love your enemies because you might lose
out, you will be stripped of what you cling on to.




Do you have to stay?

One of the horrific misuses of this teaching is to appeal to what Jesus
says here to force abused people to remain in abusive situations. This
betrays a tragic mix up between the principle of non-retaliation and the
principle of voluntary suffering.

Consider how Jesus lived. He exemplified the teaching here of loving
his enemies, but while he did volunteer for the cross, he did not always
stick around and cop suffering. (See Luke 4:28-30, John 8:58-59, John
10:31-32, 39).

In other words, if you are in an abusive situation and you can get out,
then get out!

How is God ultimately kind to the ungrateful and evil as it
says in verse 35?

He sent Jesus to die for our sins and to give us eternal
blessings in his resurrection. God’s incredible gift in Jesus’
death and resurrection was not a one-off, out-of-the-blue act.
The cross is the ultimate display of God’s eternal character, so
much so that Jesus could still tell people who didn’t yet know
about his death and resurrection to emulate God’s goodness.

How do verses 35 and 36 teach us to do what Jesus
instructs?
To make our experience of God’s kindness and mercy the basis
for treating others the same way. Again, this is seen
ultimately in the death and resurrection of Jesus.

PART ONE ENDS HERE. PART TWO STARTS HERE.

Which measure? (vv36-38).

36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.37 “Judge not, and you
will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned,;
forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you.

Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be
put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured
back to you.”

Questions:
What does “merciful” mean in verse 367

It has a wider meaning in Hebrew and Greek, but essentially it
refers to withholding the punishment you think another
person justly deserves.

This statement also frees us from the thinking that our non-
retaliating love must come from a position of weakness — it
comes from a position of justice restrained and so requires
strength and trust in God.

Jesus on the cross is the ultimate example.

Why are we not to judge and condemn, and instead
forgive and give?

We need to be humble enough to acknowledge that we
ourselves are guilty of sin and wrongdoing in many ways. “As
you wish that others would do to you, do so to them”. (See
Matthew 18:21-35.) We need to practice what we’ve received
from God. If you can’t, you don’t truly understand what Jesus
has done for you in the gospel.

Which measure? (vw39-45).

39 He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man?
Will they not both fall into a pit? 40 A disciple is not above his teacher,
but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher. 41 Why
do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice
the log that is in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother,
‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you your-
self do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first
take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take



out the speck that is in your brother's eye.
Questions:

This section doesn’t flow easily. How would you fit each
sentence together?

Verse 39 It’s talking about people who are imperfect, trying to
train others to be perfect — not going to happen. Verse 40 You
may be trying to raise another person to a higher level, but
due to your own imperfections, you will only make them like
you. Verse 41-42 In fact, when you try, your own sinfulness
will actually hinder your sight and cause you to make wrong
judgments. You are being hypocritical. First, deal with your
own issues, and then try and help others.

What is Jesus referring to by “the log” in your own eye?

Self-righteous pride. The flow of the entire passage from v17
indicates that Jesus is talking about an attitude that raises
ourselves up while pushing others down. Therefore, it makes
far more sense in context to see “the log” as more than “a
similar sin to the one you are criticizing in the other person”,
(though it will include that).

What is the lesson Jesus is teaching here?

Be careful when you criticize. Make sure it's not out of a self-
righteous attitude, but out of an attitude of love that recog-
nizes your own failures.

How do we remove the log out of our own eyes?

Deal with our own issues first. Recognise our own sin; confess
to others; receive rebuke; experience the grace of Jesus. When
we’ve understood Jesus’ love for us despite our own incredible
failings and sin, we are able to point others to him.

Can you think of any situations in your own life where
this applies?

Example 1: criticism of churches because you are not “getting
fed”. Realise that you are ultimately responsible for your own
spiritual life, not the church you attend. Tend to your own
feeding and then you can begin to assess your church.

Example 2: internal criticism of other people. You don’t need
to actually say, “Let me remove the speck from your eye” to
be judgmental. You just need to self-righteously think in your
heart, “They need to deal with that area of their life”. For
instance, “I wish Barbara was at Church this morning - she
really needed to hear that sermon.”

Who is the best example of living this out in the Bible?
Jesus.

Will you do what | say? (vv46-49).

46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,” and not do what | tell you?
47 Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, |
will show you what he is like: 48 he is like a man building a house, who
dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when a flood
arose, the stream broke against that house and could not shake it,
because it had been well built. 49 But the one who hears and does not
do them is like a man who built a house on the ground without a
foundation. When the stream broke against it, immediately it fell, and
the ruin of that house was great.”

Questions:
How does Jesus say you dig deep and lay a foundation?
Obey Jesus’ words.

How do you obey his words without getting self-
righteous?



All through the passage from verse 17, Jesus has been
encouraging his disciples that to obey his instructions is to act
like God. The whole section of teaching is a description of the
character of God as it applies to human life - i.e. perfect
humanity. This is seen in Jesus’ life. We are to obey Jesus’
teaching by receiving the mercy and kindness of God, seen
most clearly in Jesus’ death and resurrection. The kindness of
God toward us melts our hearts and enables us to obey.

To repeat someone else’s phrase: Religion (self-righteousness)
says: | obey, therefore | am accepted; the Gospel says: | am
accepted, therefore | obey.

How do you receive God’s mercy and kindness?

Meditating on what Jesus has done. Praising God for him.
Confessing our own sin. Praying for heart understanding of
forgiveness. Reading the bible and relating it to what God has
done for us. Believing Jesus’ death and resurrection applies to
you.

What is the flood and stream breaking against the
house?

Any kind of adversity and opposition. Unless you put Jesus’
words into action, you will show that you have not truly
received the same grace and mercy of God through Jesus that
will enable you to respond rightly to unjust behavior toward
you and yours, and deal with sin and weakness in others.

Jesus also seems to be suggesting that if you cannot act on his
words in the small, relatively insignificant things, when your
“crucifixion” comes, you will fail.

How to use this Bible Study.

Here is a suggested format:
Context: Go over what has happened in the gospel

story before the text you are studying.

Overview: Either read the whole passage, or briefly

Focus:

Study:

Sing:

Pray:

explain what the passage is about.

Talk about how you are going to approach the
passage, what the controlling verse or idea is,
and what sort of questions you will be asking
of the text.

Go through the questions, using the answers
provided as a help. Don’t be too loyal to this
booklet. It may be that the group sees
something more relevant in the text and takes
the study in a different direction. In that case,
just use this as something to fall back on.

As seen in the study on Luke 2:1-21, one of the
biblical ways to respond to God’s word is to
sing, so pick one or two songs (or more if you
feel so inclined) that are related to the
content of the study. (E.g. when looking at the
King and the kingdom of God in Luke 4:31-44,
perhaps use Majesty by Jack Hayford and This
Kingdom by Geoff Bullock).

Often the Bible will bring up certain issues for
people that require repentance, forgiveness,
encouragement. Make time for people to
(voluntarily) discuss these issues and to pray
for them if they are wiling.



