Eking a look at
Luke

4:1-13.

Talking about temptation.

Studying Your inner-Bible.




Luke 4:1-13

1 Then Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the
Jordan River and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness,
2 where for forty days he endured temptations from the
devil. He ate nothing during those days, and when they
were completed, he was famished. 3 The devil said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to
become bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is written,
‘Man does not live by bread alone.”

5 Then the devil led him up to a high place and showed
him in a flash all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And he
said to him, “To you | will grant this whole realm — and
the glory that goes along with it, for it has been
relinquished to me, and | can give it to anyone | wish.
7 So then, if you will worship me, all this will be yours.”
8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘You are to worship
the Lord your God and serve only him.”

9 Then the devil brought him to Jerusalem, had him
stand on the highest point of the temple, and said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down
from here, 10 for it is written, ‘He will command his
angels concerning you, to protect you,” 11 and ‘with
their hands they will lift you up, so that you will not
strike your foot against a stone.” 12 Jesus answered
him, “It is said, ‘You are not to put the Lord your God to
the test.” 13 So when the devil had completed every
temptation, he departed from him until a more
opportune time.
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Introducing temptation. (vv1-2)

Then Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan River

and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he

endured temptations from the devil. He ate nothing during those

days, and when they were completed, he was famished.

o Jesus’ 40 days in the desert reflects Israel’s 40 years in the
desert. Jesus is the true Israel.

Questions:

1. How does Luke 11:4, which says, “...lead us not into
temptation”, work with God’s Spirit leading Jesus
into the wilderness to be tempted?

It is part of the mystery of God’s sovereignty. He leads us
places where we are tempted, but he himself does not
tempt us. Seems like splitting hairs, but James 1:13-14 is
clear that we are responsible for our own temptations.

2. How could Jesus be tempted if he had no sinful
desires for Satan to tap into?
All temptation, at its root, appeals to a good, God-given
desire, not inherently evil desires.

3. Can you think of temptations you experience that
have at the bottom good, God-given desires?
Eg. Lust is often motivated by the good desire for
intimacy; gluttony is often motivated by the godly desire
for pleasure and/or comfort; and so on.

Rights or grace? (vv3-4)
The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this

stone to become bread.” Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man
does not live by bread alone.™

Questions:
1. What is this temptation a problem? Is it a sin for



people to go to the fridge and get a sandwich when
they are hungry?

The temptation is for Jesus to use his identity as Son of
God as a right. The devil wants Jesus to say, “Hey, yeah, |
am the Son of God and | have every right to satisfy my
hunger with bread made from a rock!” And Jesus did
have that right! But Jesus’ relationship with his Father
(and our relationship with Jesus) is based purely on
grace, not on rights. Therefore, instead of claiming his
rights to do something above and beyond ordinary
human abilities, he gives up his rights and trusts in his
Father (Philippians 2:5-8).

How did Jesus’ answer shut the devil up?

Jesus was declaring his dependence on God’s word.
While bread would keep him physically alive and well, to
claim his rights as Son of God and turn a rock into bread
would be to set himself up as someone who lived by
claiming his rights instead of relying on the grace of God.
This would cut him off from God’s word (which operates
on the basis of grace), which he needed to keep him
spiritually and eternally alive.

So, in short, Jesus was saying, “Bread might sustain me
in the short term, but | also need God’s word to keep me
eternally. It's a no-brainer.”

Where do we see this temptation being played out in
the Church/in our lives?

In the Church: e.g. the prosperity doctrine: You are a child
of God so you deserve blessing NOW!

In our lives: I'm a child of God so | shouldn’t be poor/
unwell/hungry/demoted/insulted etc.

4. How do we live by grace and not by our rights?
Remember that eternal life is a gift, not a right, arrived
at by an often bumpy road.

Be God-centred, not merely self-centred.
Read the whole Bible, not just the nice bits, etc...

This “living by rights” vs. “living by grace” runs through the

other two temptations, also. (And you’ll find you can apply

the underlying issues in the other temptations to this one as
well).
Have you ever noticed how many miracles Jesus didn’t do?
During Jesus’ ministry, he performed many miracles, but have you ever
noticed the miracles he didn’'t do? He could have flown; he could have
built himself a palace; he could have brought a Cineplex from the 21st
century to Galilee and watched a movie marathon! But he didn’t.
Why?
Because his life was lived by resting in the grace of God and for God’s
purposes, not his own.

Who is ultimate? (vv5-8)

Then the devil led him up to a high place and showed him in a flash
all the kingdoms of the world. And he said to him, “To you | will
grant this whole realm — and the glory that goes along with it, for it
has been relinquished to me, and | can give it to anyone | wish. So
then, if you will worship me, all this will be yours.” Jesus answered
him, “It is written,

‘You are to worship the Lord your God

and serve only him.””

Questions:

1. What desire in Jesus was Satan appealing to in this
temptation?
Satan was appealing to Jesus’ desire for all the authority
and glory of the nations. Jesus had this desire, but it was
not a sin. God’s (and so Jesus’) desire for glory is all over



the Old Testament, and it is the goal to which his Father
is taking him anyway (1 Cor 15:27)!

What was the sin in the temptation?

Worshipping the devil is obviously a sin! But even if
Jesus had taken the devil up on his offer, who would
Jesus have really been worshipping? Satan would only
have been a means to an end. Jesus’ real object of
worship would have been the glory and authority Satan
promised to give him, for the benefit of Jesus himself. So,
yes, Satan would have received worship, but only as the
distributer of gifts.

God, on the other hand, requires that he be the end of
worship. So the sin in the temptation was not just the
worshipping of Satan, but the temptation to choose to
worship self or anything else before God.

Rights and grace in this temptation.

Notice also that Satan was offering to fulfill Jesus’ desires at what
seemed to be fantastic prices. No waiting, no suffering, no cross - a
path straight to glory. It was another example of the choice between
living by rights or living by grace that we saw in the first temptation.

Living by rights leads to unholy alliances.

How did Jesus’ answer shut the devil up?

Jesus recognized that the underlying temptation was
who and what was ultimate in his heart. Was it God, or
was it his desire for authority and glory? His answer was
a declaration that Jesus recognized that worshipping
God brought greater satisfaction than the fulfillment of
any of his desires.

But it also carried with it the recognition that God is the

fulfiller of good desires, and that trusting in him will, in
the end, mean the fulfillment of all God-given desires in a
way that far surpasses anything the devil can dish up.
And this is often true because of the circular route God
takes us on.

Why does Jesus quote Scripture?

Jesus uses quotations from Scripture to answer every temptation. Why,
when everything Jesus says is worth being recorded as Scripture

anyway?!

It is constant. When tempted, it's something that doesn’'t change
according to how we feel or what we desire.

Itis true. It is surer than any other form of revelation or reason.

It is freely available. We don’t need to jump through hoops to get
atit’s truth. It's there for immediate use.

It is authoritative. Satan cannot deny the source of his words as
being from God.

These factors were important to Jesus since he, though God, was also
human. If knowing and using Scripture was so important to Jesus...
Exactly.

Where can we see this temptation being played out in
the Church/in our lives?

In_the Church: Teaching that promises self-fulfillment
without any connection to our need to repentance, take
up our cross and follow Jesus.

In_our lives: Worshipping God for what he does to fulfill
our own desires rather than who he is. We usually find
out that we have this attitude when we refuse to worship
God if things go wrong in our lives.

How can we keep God as of ultimate importance in
our lives?

Build your faith that God is ultimately the most satisfying
thing in our lives by Bible reading, prayer and worship.



What sort of God? (vw9-12)

Then the devil brought him to Jerusalem, had him stand on the
highest point of the temple, and said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,

to protect you,’

and

‘with their hands they will lift you up,

so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.”

Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You are not to put the Lord your
God to the test.””

Questions:

1.  Why would it have been wrong for Jesus to throw
himself off the temple?

Satan is framing his temptation with unspoken lies. He is
setting up a lose/lose situation by painting God as
someone who will not let his own Son come to harm.
“If you don’t jump off that temple,” the devil is saying to
Jesus, “then obviously you don’t believe you are God’s
son.”

But if Jesus had jumped off the temple, then he would
have been buying into the lie that God doesn’t allow bad
things to happen to those he loves. Not only would he be
looking for special treatment based on his identity (rights
vs. grace again!), he would be betraying the very
character of God who saves through suffering, ultimately
the suffering of his own Son on the cross!

2. Howdid Jesus’ answer shut the devil up?
By quoting that Scripture, Jesus is surrendering the right

to dictate to God what he should or shouldn’t do. While
God’s promises are true, Jesus did not claim them as a
right! For whatever reason, God may or may not do what
anyone expects him to do, though we can trust that in
the end all things work out for our good.

Where do we see that temptation working out in the
Church/in our lives?

In the Church: e.g. in the denial in some places of the
reality of hell.

In our lives: When God allows something bad to happen
to us and we say, “If you loved me, you wouldn’t have let
that happen.”

When he calls us to go somewhere or do something and
we refuse, saying, “It's my right to be safe”.

When we presume on his kindness by doing foolish
things without warrant - going where angels fear to
tread.

How do we avoid this wrong view of God?

Find our security in Jesus. We are far less vulnerable to
mocking temptations that call for us to “prove it”.

Don’t refuse to take normal precautions (Jesus hid in
John 8:59), but if our precautions are preventing us from
doing God’s will, ditch them.

Listen to God’s voice and move when he says move.

Pray for wisdom and make use of the wisdom of those in
the Church around you.

Make the gospel life, death and resurrection of Jesus your
touchstone, remembering that if your Master suffered
without losing his Sonship, so will you.



The Devil Wears Scripture!

How do we deal with the devil turning our own weapon upon us?

Obviously the devil used Scripture out of line with God’s character.

How do we know if Scripture is being misused in that way?

1. Study. We need to study the Bible and pick up on the central
gospel themes and allow them to shape our view of God and the
teachings of the Bible.

2. Pray. God’s Spirit is the divine interpreter. We need his help to
truly understand what God means in Scripture and recognize
when it is being misused.

3. Share. The Church has centuries of wisdom to draw on. Some of
it is wrong, but sharing with people today and listening to those
from yesteryear will help us in our understanding of the correct
use of the Bible.

God is gracious, though, and overlooks our ignorance and presumption

when dealing with his Bible, but as we mature, we nee d to have a

growing understanding of God’s intentions, ways and Word - otherwise

we are open targets for demonic twisting of Scripture.

Only three? (v13)

So when the devil had completed every temptation, he departed
from him until a more opportune time.

Questions:

1. How do you think the three temptations represent
“every temptation”?

Some people have tried to link them to 1John 2:16

2. Can you identify times in the rest of the gospels
where Satan returned to tempt Jesus? Can you
relate them to one of these three temptations?

E.g. Matt 16:21-23 & Mark 8:31-33 are the 2nd.
3.  What can you take away from this passage about

resisting temptation in your own life? What can you
use in a “plan of action” when tempted?

How to use this Bible Study.

Here is a suggested format:

Context: Go over what has happened in the gospel
story before the text you are studying.

Overview: Either read the whole passage, or briefly
explain what the passage is about.

Focus: Talk about how you are going to approach the
passage, what the controlling verse or idea is,
and what sort of questions you will be asking
of the text.

Study: Go through the questions, using the answers
provided as a help. Don’t be too loyal to this
booklet. It may be that the group sees
something more relevant in the text and takes
the study in a different direction. In that case,
just use this as something to fall back on.

Sing: As seen in the study on Luke 2:1-21, one of the
biblical ways to respond to God’s word is to
sing, so pick one or two songs (or more if you
feel so inclined) that are related to the
content of the study. (E.g. when looking at the
King and the kingdom of God in Luke 4:31-44,
perhaps use Majesty by Jack Hayford and This
Kingdom by Geoff Bullock).

Pray: Often the Bible will bring up certain issues for
people that require repentance, forgiveness,
encouragement. Make time for people to
(voluntarily) discuss these issues and to pray
for them if they are wiling.




